THE STRANGERS I N OQUR SKI N
By
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Cast of Characters

doria: 25-40

Audr ey: 12- 15

Adam 25-40
Scene

A makeshi ft bunker

Ti me

The not-so-di stant future



Scene One

Sisters

Tell me a story, doria.
A story?

Yes. A story.

What do you wanna hear?
If I knew what | wanted |
So just any story?

Any story.

You ever heard of Pulp Fi
No, | don’'t want to hear
You said |

Tel |

nme about Mom

Li ghts on GLORI A (25-35) and AUDREY
(12-14). They're in a makeshift
bunker of sorts, nmaybe a basenent

or a bonb shelter or just a

wel | -barricaded apartnent. The
walls are cold and dark. The only
entrance is a heavy netal slider.

G oria polishes a baseball bat with
a dirty rag. Audrey cuts
construction paper with safety
scissors. She builds a nmulticolored
paper chai n.

AUDREY
GLORI A
AUDREY
GLORI A
AUDREY
"d ask for it.
GLORIA
AUDREY
GLOR A

ction?

AUDREY
that story

GORI A

coul d choose anyt hi ng.

AUDREY



GORIA
You sure you don’t just want to hear about Pulp Fiction?

AUDREY
| want - -

A rattling noise fromabove. Goria
i nstinctively brandi shes the
basebal | bat .

Si | ence.

G oria goes back to shining the

bat .

GLORI A
So you want to hear about Mon?

AUDREY
Tell nme a fun story about Mom

GLORI A
Do you renenber her?

AUDREY
| think.

GLORI A
What do you renenber?

AUDREY
She was beautiful .

GORI A
Natural | y.

AUDREY
Wth big eyes.

GORI A
Beauti ful big eyes.

AUDREY
And she had purple hair.

GORI A
Purple hair?

AUDREY

Yes. Mom had purple hair.



GORIA
You got it.

Li ghts down.

Li ghts back up. The multi col ored
paper chain hangs on the wall,
stri ki ng agai nst the darkness.

A oria shines the basebal |l bat.
Audrey folds paper into origam.

AUDREY
Tell me a story, doria.

GLORI A
I’mtelling you. Pulp Fiction will blow your m nd.

AUDREY
Tel | nme about Dad.

GLORI A
You renmenber Dad.

AUDREY
O course | do.

GLORI A

So why don't you tell it?

AUDREY
Because | asked you. If | wanted to tell a story |I wouldn’'t
have asked.

GLORI A
Should it be about his adventures? His trips around the
wor | d?

AUDREY
What did he do?

GLORI A
Like for a job?

AUDREY
What did Dad do for his job?

GLORI A
Don’t you renenber?

AUDREY

| want you to tell ne.



GORIA
Dad owned a grocery store.

AUDREY
A great big grocery store.

GORI A
Wth plenty of food. So nmuch food. Mdre food than you could
possi bly eat.

AUDREY
And not just cold canned soup?

GLORI A
No, so nuch nore than cold canned soup. Dad had nore food
than the United Way.

AUDREY
Until -- it -- happened.

GLORI A
Until -- it -- happened.

AUDREY
Tell me nore. Tell me nore.

GLORI A
He, uh, played the cello.

AUDREY
He di d?

GLORI A
Don’t you renenber?

AUDREY
Ch yeah! He really shred the cello.

GLORI A
And he liked to play Spider Solitaire on his work conputer.

AUDREY
At the grocery store?

GLORI A
Right in the mddle of the check-out Iine.

AUDREY
Onh that Dad.

GLORI A

And he had big purple hair



AUDREY
Nuh- uh! Nuh-uh! That was Mom
GLORI A
Didn't they both have purple hair?
AUDREY
No, you're telling it wong. Dad had brown hair.
GLORI A
How coul d | have forgotten.
AUDREY
Before -- it -- happened, of course.
GLORI A
O course.
Li ghts down.

Li ghts back up. Origam aninmals
hang fromthe ceiling. The bunker
is less dark. Less cold.

Goriais back at it with the
basebal | bat. Audrey colors on
par chnment paper with crayons.

AUDREY
Tell nme a story, doria.

GORIA
Al right, so Jules and Vincent are in this diner.

AUDREY
This better not be Pulp Fiction!

GLORI A
It’s not. Don’t be silly. So Jules and Vincent are wearing

these ridiculous clothes and trying to get sone breakfast
when- -

AUDREY
Tell me about Adam

GORI A
Oh. You wanna hear about Adant

AUDREY
| want to hear all about your boooooyfriend.



GLORI A
Haven't | told enough?

AUDREY
| f you had told ne enough..

GORIA
Yeah, yeah. Then you woul dn’t be aski ng.

AUDREY
Tell me about his nuscles.

GORI A
Bi g nuscl es.

AUDREY

Li ke these?
She hol ds up a draw ng.

GORIA
Bi gger.

AUDREY
No way they were bigger than these.

GORIA
Yes way. He was 6 foot 3. Blond hair to his shoul ders.
Bi ceps |i ke cantal oupes.

AUDREY
And he drove a Lanborghini.

GORI A
Two Lanborghinis. He kept one around just in case the other
br oke down.

AUDREY
But it wouldn't.

GLORI A
Because not only was he a pro surfer and astronaut, boytoy
was a topnotch nechanic too.

AUDREY
What a babe.

GOR A
You know what he said to ne once?

AUDREY
Nuh- uh.



GLORI A
It was about you.
AUDREY
What did he say?
GLORI A
He told nme, "G oria, you re pretty cute...
AUDREY
Just pretty cute?!
GLORI A
"But your sister Audrey is beautiful."
AUDREY
What a jerk.
GLORI A
He was kind of a jerk.
AUDREY
But then -- it -- happened.
GLORI A
That flane died out |ong before then, sister.
AUDREY
Did he really say that?
GLORI A

O course he did.

Sounds of runbling and

rever berations.

Jesus, they' re noving. There's gotta be hundreds of them

AUDREY
What’ s goi ng on?

GLORI A
Cone cl ose, | adybug.

They huddl e together for the first
time. doria cradles Audrey,
protecting the girl with her body.

AUDREY
| ” m scar ed.



GLORI A

Tell me about your pictures. Wio’'s this you ve drawn.
AUDREY

You can't tell?
GLORI A

On. The purple hair should have given it away.
AUDREY

And here’s Dad. And you.
GLORI A

" mnot that big.
AUDREY

You are to me. And here’s Adam But now | think he should be
smal | er because he was a jerk. And here are all the other
people. And here’'s the grocery store. And Dad s cello. And
everything that was happy and good before -- it -- happened.

Li ghts down.



Scene Two
Qut There

The room sports nore of Audrey’s
decorations. It alnost feels honey.

Audrey conpl etes an ori gam

| adybug. Proud of herself, she
plays with it and huns a tune. The
space cones to life. She sings and
t he | adybug flies.

AUDREY

Fl'y through the sky and pray, Ladybug, There’'s no such
strange danger when springtine does cone,

Sing ne the sweetness of

soft yell ow breeze

And | ove Ladybug, Ladybug return to ne.

doria?

There were a |l ot of them
troubl e?

| nspecti on.

Are you hurt?

The rattling noise cuts off her
song. The | adybug falls. Reality
sets back in.

The rattling becomes a runbling.
Audrey collects itens: a netal
trash can, garbage bags, rubber

gl oves, safety goggles. She sets

t hem near the door. She holds a
dagger close as the runble swells.
It feels extrenely close and then
di es down.

She approaches the door.

AUDREY

A knock. And then another. It’s a
pattern. Audrey recognizes it and
opens the door. doria enters.
She’s clothed head to toe. Her bat
i s bl oody.

AUDREY
| heard. Are you okay? Was there
GORIA

AUDREY



10.

GLORI A
Bag in the trash can, Audrey.
AUDREY
| could help you out there. | really could.
GLORI A
Audr ey! Nowi
AUDREY
" m sorry.
Audrey lines the can with a garbage
bag. G oria deposits the bat into
it.
GLORI A
| nspection. Quickly. Hurry.
AUDREY
| " m going. |’ m noving.
GLORI A

Move faster.

Wiy weren’t you ready?

" msorry.

That' s not what |

Audr ey,

No. Focus your

asked.

this is serious.

attenti on.

Goria stands wth arns and | egs
spread out. Audrey garbs herself in
the protective gear.

GORI A

AUDREY

GLORI A

Audrey inspects Goria s garnents.
Wiy weren’t you prepared?

AUDREY

GORI A

Audr ey i nspects.



